AFTER   EVEREST
grandeur of some of the Kangchenjanga's satellites. Ever-
est is, on its northern aspect, rather a cubist mountain,
and to one who, like myself, is of modern tendency in
artistic appreciation, it offered constant satisfaction as a
subject for numerous sketches. I did some six oil-paintings
and over ten water-colour drawings of this view of Everest,
and never tired of its pylon-like stateliness.1
The more decorative mountains below it, Ling-Tren with
its furrowed slopes of snow, Pumo-ri with its white cupola
and incredibly steep precipices, Gyachung-kang with its
colossal overhang, may be more striking than Everest in
purely individual features ; but Everest, so obviously
higher than any of its fellows, overtops them with a digni-
fied repose, majestic but not sensational, fitting to the
highest peak in the world.
After a few days, the pathfinders returned, and the work
of setting up the camps began. The limited amount of
time at our disposal made it essential that this should be
done quickly. We had only five or six weeks before the
monsoon would almost certainly put a stop to our climb-
ing for that year. Three camps, capable of housing some
thirty people at least, had to be established between the
Base Camp and the foot of Everest itself, which rises from
the foot of the West Rongbuk glacier at a height of about
21,000 feet. I will not describe in any detail here the
topographical and other details which can be found in the
books of the Everest Expeditions and Sir Francis Young-
husband's excellent summary The Epic of Everest.
My chief recollections of this part of the expedition are
of our Sherpa porters.   They showed themselves superior
to the Tibetans, who were frightened to set foot on the
ice of the glacier, and who, though very useful as far as
No. i Camp, did very little work above that level.   The
Sherpas, on the other hand, were indefatigable, and did
extraordinarily little grousing.   The Gurkha N.C.O.s who
led them smiled so continuously that their demeanour kept
1 " Pylon-like " = Theban, not electric-gridian.
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